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What does it mean to be a patriot? Is it someone fighting to end an unjust system which has 

infected one's community? Is it someone who is serving overseas, away from home and abandoning a 

sense of self security while embracing self sacrifice? What about the individual who made the ultimate 

sacrifice? Patriot is defined differently to different people; the definition is altered depending on the 

time, situation, and environment. However, in the broadest terms, a patriot is a person who voices their 

dissent, who is willing to sacrifice the well-being of oneself and everything one has in order to work and 

ultimately obtain the greatest good for the greatest number of people. Patriots fight for causes for those 

who cannot and to honor those patriots that fought before them. A patriot is someone who fights for 

the stranger, the criminal, the priest, and the children who might never know the patriot's name. 

However, soldiers aren't the only ones entitled to be considered a patriot. Some people see 

patriots on a much smaller scale, a much more personal scale. Some people see everyday patriots in 

their neighborhoods and in their shopping centers. These patriots are those who witness the wrong in 

society and are doing everything in their power to correct it. They organize peaceful protests, stay up 

countless hours creating signs, and stand out in the cold to collect for a charity. These are people who I 

call, "at home patriots." They do everything they can to ensure that their community will be the best 

place to live for generations to come. 

Most people believe that the word "patriot" is given to those who serve under the flag and 

serve all those who freely live under it. I identify these people as "premier patriots." This form of 

patriotism is embodied in our soldiers who fight everyday and risk their lives for everyone. What makes 

a solider the "premier" patriot is the fact this soldier volunteered for the challenge. This soldier heard, 

recognized, and embraced the call. Soldiers see the war, hear the bombs, and smell the fear. Yet, these 
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soldiers still refuse to turn and run; these soldiers stand and face all the terror war has to bring; this is 

why the soldiers are patriots, the "premier patriot." 

Some believe the title of "patriot" should be awarded only to those who died fighting for us and 

our freedom. These fallen soldiers are what I call the "ultimate patriot." They witnessed the worst of 

war, suffered the most gruesome forms of torture, and paid the ultimate price: their lives. These people 

deserve the ultimate form of respect, which is continuing the battle in their place and fulfill their vision 

of ultimate freedom. 

Ultimately, a patriot is not simply the person organizing community meetings, hol'ding the gun, 

or resting in peace. A patriot is one who possesses a passion for justice, lust for freedom, and a drive for 

the greater good; this is what makes them a patriot. We can all adopt these traits, and if we accepted 

the call, then we can finish what the fallen have started. We need to continue to embrace the call the 

way they did. If you leave this passage with only one thing, let it be this; a patriot is one who sees past 

oneself, one who sees what needs to be done and does it, or will die trying, without the expectation of 

repayment. 


